Fraction Day Strategies
[bookmark: _GoBack]This list of strategies was developed at our first K-12 math meeting on the topic of Fractions.  Participants in this event included: Philomena Smith, Melissa Hudy-Luzadus, Kaye Aunchman, Joanne Comisso, Katy Cummings, Stacy Parker, Julie Northshield, Frank Fronhoffer II, Tina Luke-Byk, Brian Talmadge, Rebecca Baker Johnson, Dawn Miner, Mary Kruchinski, and Steve Dalton. Thank you all for your contributions!
Strategy 1:  Reminding kids that Denominator starts with D, and the denominator is down on the bottom of the fraction:  D=Down=Denominator. 
Strategy 2:  Using rulers to teach fractions:  Using the metric stick (yard stick may also be used):  1 whole metric stick is divided into 10 parts, 1 part = 1/ 10th, also you can break this into 100s using the 100’s marks, and teach 1/100. This strategy ties into physics. 
Strategy 3:  Using color to help students find a common denominator.   Then students have a visual cue of how to solve the problem.  
1/3    X     5/5 =
So the red (identity property of multiplication) is our “thinking”.
Strategy 4:  Using a hands on-manipulative to teach the concept of what is a fraction?  In grades K-1, we teach fractions in relation to shapes.  Students cut shapes into halves and quarters, then piece the shapes together again to re-make the whole, when we introduce the concept of “what is a fraction?” 
Strategy 5: Using visuals when teaching fractions – For students with disabilities such as Autism, giving the student a visual graphic to manipulate when identifying fractions aids understanding.  I use Starfall.com and Classroom Suite to support students with visuals when teaching fractions. 
Strategy 6:  The Pizza Box Method – I use a pizza cut into 16 slices to teach students equivalent fractions.  I teach them that 1 slice = 1 sixteenth, followed by two slices being 2 sixteenths or 1 eighth.   
Strategy 7- Using Visuals is just as important for harder skills. – example, if I had four candy bars, and I divided each of them in half, I would have a total of eight pieces. This represents the math concept, “How many 1/2s in 4?”  Or  4 ÷ ½ = 8. By using the physical item, students better understand the concept. 
Strategy 8:  Does This Make Sense (DTMS).  Number sense is an important tool in understanding mathematics.  A common error in adding fractions is to add the numerators and denominators  (1/2 + 1/3 = 2/5).  Does This Make Sense (DTMS).  “If you start with ½ of something and add more,  you will  not be left less than ½, 2 out of 5.”
Strategy 9:  The number line.  Early grades would be locating or plotting numbers on the number line.  Upper grades may be using it to help add, subtract or multiply.  This strategy also helps with number sense.


