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“Writing is how students connect the dots in their knowledge” (National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges, 2003, p. 3). 
	Writing Element
	Effect Size

	Writing Strategies: Teaching strategies for planning, revising, and editing compositions. 
	.82

	Summarization: Explicitly teaching how to summarize text.
	.82

	Collaborative Writing: Providing instructional opportunities for students to work together “to plan, draft, revise, and edit their compositions” (Graham & Perin, 2007, p. 16). 
	.75

	Word Processing: Providing tools to allow students to manipulate text more easily.  
	.55 for average writers, .70 for low achieving writers.

	Sentence-Combining: Teaching students to “construct more complex and sophisticated sentences through exercises in which two or more basic sentences are combined into a single sentence” (p. 18)
	.50

	Prewriting: Providing opportunities to generate and organize ideas before writing a first draft. 
	.32

	Inquiry Activities: “Engaging students in activities that help them develop ideas and content for a particular writing task by analyzing immediate, concrete data (comparing and contrasting cases or collecting and evaluating evidence)” (p. 19)
	.32

	Process Writing Approach: Using “activities that emphasize extended opportunities for writing, writing for real audiences, self-reflection, personalized instruction and goals, and cycles of planning, translating, and reviewing” (p.21)
	.32

	Study of Models: Providing opportunities for students to analyze examples of different types of writing with emphasis on identifying key features.  
	.25

	Writing for Content Learning: “The impact of writing activity on content learning (as) small (but) consistent enough to predict some enhancement in learning as a result of writing-to-learn activities”
	.21
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