Salem Central
School District

August 2022

Message From The Superintendent
I would like
to take this
opportunity
to let you
know that I
am honored
to have been
chosen as your Superintendent of Schools.
It is an amazing district, and a privilege
to continue my work with the school
community to carry on the valued traditions,
and prepare students for college and career,
with a world class education.

This survey will be sent out to all members
of the school community in September. I
hope that in addition to completing this
survey you will consider meeting with me in
person at a community forum so we can get
to know each other better and discuss some
important questions in person. There are two
meeting dates for attendees to choose from.
They are Wednesday, September 14, at
6:30 p.m. and Saturday, September 17, at
10 a.m. The meetings will be held at the
school and the room will be posted on the
district’s website.

As I begin the process of entering my new
role, I want to learn as much as possible
about how you view the district; including
the district’s strengths, challenges and
opportunities, and most importantly, how
we can best prepare our students for college,
career, and citizenship. To this end, I have
established an Entry Plan, which will provide
the opportunity for me to listen to the many
voices in the district, learn from all of you,
and introduce myself to those of you who
do not know me. I have structured a number
of ways for students, parents, faculty, and
staff to share with me their insights into our
schools and the district as a whole.

In addition to continuing to getting to know
the Salem community and establishing
priorities, we are developing plans for
Phase II of our capital project. The priorities
for this phase are Safety and Accessibility. A
public forum to discuss Phase II is scheduled
for Monday, September 26 at 6 p.m., and I
hope that you will consider joining us. This
meeting will also be held at the school and
the room will be posted on the district’s
website.

For all members of the community, I will be
creating an online survey that should take
approximately 10-15 minutes to complete.

Finally, as we approach the new school year,
I hope that you will join me in welcoming
our new administrators, faculty ,and staff
to the Salem community. We have a great
team assembled and I look forward to
our work together with the entire Salem
community. As we continue to work on

initiatives, including a new elementary
reading program, a K-8 STEAM lab, multiple
tiered systems of support (MTSS) for
students, and setting goals in response to
our recent special education audit, we will
focus on building community. A culture
of collaboration at all levels will help
inform and focus our work at the district
and building levels. We will communicate
opportunities with you along the way, and I
hope that you will consider participating as
your schedule permits.
The new school year is right around the
corner. I am excited to welcome students
back and hope to see you soon at our
beginning of the year events. If you have any
questions or concerns please do not hesitate
to reach out to one of our administrators or
me.
Sincerely,
Julie A. Adams, Superintendent of Schools
Follow me on Twitter:
@Ms_AdamsSWA
You can find my
Twitter account by
scanning my QR
code.

Meet Superintendent Adams
Ms. Adams has nearly 22 years experience in education. She began her career in education as a secondary math teacher in
Scotia-Glenville, Waterford, and then Ballston Spa. She has held administrative positions in Gloversville ESD, and Hoosic Valley CSD.
Ms. Adams has been with Salem CSD since July 2019, serving as the Jr./Sr. High School Principal. Prior to entering the education field
she was a store manager for Hannaford. Ms. Adams is a graduate of the University at Albany, where she earned a Bachelor’s of Science
in Mathematics and Minor in Business; a Master’s of Science in Education from Sage Graduate School; and she holds Certificates in
Advanced Study in School Building and School District Leadership from College of St. Rose. Having served the district for the past three
years, she said the sense of community and pride in the school is inspiring. One of her many goals for the upcoming school year is to
get to know all members of the school community, and to learn what is going well, and what needs to be improved to continue moving
Salem’s students forward to prepare them for their future. Ms. Adams lives with her fiance Rich, and their cat, Minnie. They split their time
between their home in Troy and their camp at Lake Lauderdale. Their favorite time of year is the camping season, when they can spend
time outdoors in this beautiful area. Ms. Adams also enjoys gardening, traveling whenever possible, and spending time with their three
sons Luke 21; Owen 24; Richie 27; and their extended family.

MEET OUR NEW ADMINISTRATORS

Ms. Michele Crandall - Director of Pupil Personnel
Services

We are pleased to introduce and welcome Ms. Michele Crandall as the Director of Pupil Personnel
Services. She brings over 17 years of experience. She spent four years at Schroon Lake Central
School as Supervisor of Special Education before becoming the Director of Special Education. Prior
to that she worked for Hudson City CSD, for three year and Hudson Falls CSD for ten. Ms. Crandall
earned Masters of Science in School Psychology from the College of St. Rose and an SDL and SBL
from Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. Ms. Crandall is excited to work in a smaller school district
and is already feeling welcomed by those she has had the opportunity to meet over the summer
break. She is looking forward to getting to know more of the staff and community members, and of
course, the students once the school year begins. Mrs. Crandall has three grown children and four
grandchildren. Her oldest son, Andrew, is in real estate and operates a small restaurant in Ballston
Spa. Her middle daughter, Emily, is a music teacher at Hoosic Valley CSD. Her youngest daughter, Kari, lives in Hawaii, and
Ms. Crandall was fortunate to visit her in Hawaii during the summer break. In her free time Ms. Crandall enjoys spending time with
family whether it’s barbecuing, baking, or snow tubing. She also enjoys hiking with friends.

Mrs. Karen Jones - Elementary School Principal

We are pleased to introduce and welcome Mrs. Karen Jones as Elementary Principal. She brings
over twenty years of experience in education. Mrs. Jones graduated in 1993 from the University of
Scranton, earning a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Secondary Education/Biology. She continued
her education and in 1996 and graduated from the University of Scranton with a Master’s Degree
in Elementary Education. She began her teaching career at the high school level, teaching Regents
Biology and General Science at Schalmont High School, then moved to Stillwater Middle School
to teach sixth grade math. Mrs. Jones also taught fourth grade at Granville Elementary School,
and then went to Waterford Elementary School where she taught first grade, fifth grade, and was
an Administrative Intern. While working full-time at Waterford, she attended SUNY Plattsburgh’s
Queensbury campus where she earned a Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Leadership
and graduated in 2016. Most recently, Mrs. Jones was the Elementary Principal and Head of the
Committee for Special Education at Fort Edward Union Free School District. Throughout the summer
break Mrs. Jones has been getting familiar with the building, the culture, and most importantly, the people
who make Salem such a great place to live and to learn. She said as much as she is enjoying the summer, she is
really looking forward to meeting the students when they return in September. Mrs. Jones has three children.
Her oldest, Ryan, is a sophomore at SUNY Oneonta; Aidan will be a senior in high school; and Abby enters sixth
grade this year. In her free time, she enjoys traveling, reading, going on bike rides, and attending concerts. For
elementary school news and updates you can follow Mrs. Jones on Twitter @Mrs_JonesSES. You can find
Mrs. Jones Twitter account by scanning her QR code.

Mr. Damian Switzer - Interim High School Principal

We are pleased to introduce and welcome Mr. Damian Switzer as Interim High School Principal.
He spent 20 of his 34 years in education with the Queensbury School District as a science teacher,
high school assistant principal, and principal. He also served as the PK-12 principal in Bolton. Prior
to Queensbury, he taught science in Beekmantown and Guilderland. This is his first interim position
since retiring from QUFSD this past June and is looking forward to working with the students and
staff at Salem Central School, building relationships, and partnering with the school community.
Mr. Switzer and his wife, Jennifer live in Queensbury with their two cats, George and Lou. They
have two of adult sons, Aidan and Kilian, who graduated from college and have
begun their careers. Aidan is training to become a commercial pilot in Florida,
and Kilian is a military intelligence officer in Virginia. In his free time Mr. Switzer
enjoys spending time with his family, traveling across the county, and swimming
with the sharks on Cape Cod. He rides a fat tire bike on as many Adirondack trails as possible, and during the
winter, he hits the ski slopes. For jr./sr. high school news and updates you can follow Mr. Switzer on Twitter
@Mr_SwitzerSHS. You can find Mr. Switzer’s Twitter account by scanning his QR code.
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2022-2023 BACK TO SCHOOL QUICK GUIDE
DISTRICT WIDE
Visitors

As we welcome visitors to our campus, the safety or our students, faculty and staff is of highest priority. All visitors are required
to check in the main office of the elementary or the jr./sr. high school office. If a parent or guardian would like to speak with
their child’s teacher, we ask that an appointment is scheduled. This will ensure the teacher is available and that the appropriate
amount of time and attention is given.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Arrival

Dismissal

School begins at 8:00 a.m. with parent drop off in front of the school, and all buses
will drop students off in the archway. Our cafeteria doors open at 7:45 a.m. for
students purchasing breakfast, which will be eaten in the cafeteria this year. Our
school doors unlock at 7:50 a.m., and students not eating breakfast will not be able
to enter the building until 7:50 a.m., as we do not have student supervision until
that time.

Get Acquainted Hour/Meet The Teacher

On Friday, September 2 from 1 p.m. to
2 p.m., we will continue our yearly
tradition and open our doors to welcome
students and families to meet their
teacher, see their classrooms, and drop off
their supplies. This is always an exciting
time for our students and we look forward
to seeing parents and students!

All walkers and parent
pick-ups will exit the front
of the building at 2:20 p.m.
Please wait to pick up your
child(ren) in the designated
areas only.

Parent Information Night

On Thursday, September 15 from 6:30pm
to 8:00pm, we will host our annual Parent
Information Night. This evening is for
parents only and will have two sessions, a
6:30 p.m. to 7:10 p.m. session, and a 7:20
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. session to allow parents
to visit more than one classroom. More
information will be shared at a later date.

JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
New Start Time/Arrival

First (1st) period class begins
at 7:55 a.m. The jr./sr. high school circle
doors open at 7:45 a.m.

Late Bus

The late bus run (10th period)
begins Tuesday, September, 13.

High School Schedules

High school students’ schedules were mailed the week of August 22. The schedules are also available via the
parent/student portals. If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s schedule, please feel free to contact the guidance
office at 518-854-6010. Mrs. Kristin Eastman and Mrs. Laura LeBlanc are available to assist from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

7th Grade Orientation

7th Grade Orientation will be held Wednesday August 31,
from1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Please enter the building through the
high school circle doors. Students and parents/guardians will
have the opportunity to meet teachers, visit classrooms, learn
about their schedule, and practice opening their lockers. There
will be time for students to organize their school supplies in their
lockers, spend time with classmates, and enjoy an ice cream treat.

Open House

Open House for grades
7-12 will be held
Thursday October 13
from 6:30 p.m.- 8:00
p.m. Visit the district’s
website salemcsd.org
for more information.

Parking Permits

Permit applications for on campus parking are available on the district’s website salemcsd.org.
Due to limited parking space, this is only available to the seniors. Completed applications should be mailed
or emailed to Mrs. Lori Patrick at lpatrick@salemcsd.org. Parking tags must be displayed in student vehicles
at all times. Tags will be distributed to students on the first day of school or when paperwork is on file in the
high school office thereafter. We are not accepting applications in person prior to Tuesday, September 6.
Please note, applications for parking at WSWHE BOCES locations will require an additional application.

AUGUST 2022
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COMMUNICATION METHODS
SchoolTool Parent Portal

Parents/Guardians of students grades 7-12 can view their
child’s information online anytime.
The information includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Schedule
Grades
Attendance
Report Cards
3-8 Assessment Results
Emergency Contacts

UPDATE FROM THE CAFETERIA
Free Meals Are No Longer Available

We have enjoyed serving all of our students lunch at no cost
for the past two years. Going into the 2022-2023 school year,
the current guidance from the USDA no longer permits us to
serve free meals.

Thank You For Allowing Us
To Feed Your Children

For instructions to create an account please visit
www.salemcsd.org and go to the “Parent Resources” tab.

We will continue to serve high quality, nutrient dense meals
that students enjoy. Our school lunch program is a solely
funded entity that only receives revenue from meals served.
When parents and students choose to purchase a lunch from
school, it is the equivalent to supporting a small business. We
greatly appreciate your support.

School Messenger System

The Importance Of Free & Reduced Meal Forms

Are you interested in receiving notifications from the district
about upcoming meetings and events? We have created a call
list with our phone call system for our community members.
Messages can be received to home telephones, cell phones
(voice and/or text messages), or all three. If you are already
enrolled, you do not need to do so again.
To enroll please send an e-mail to reastman@salemcsd.org
and include the following. Please do not include information
for contact methods you do not wish to enroll in.
•
•
•
•
•

Name
E-mail address
Home phone number
Cell phone number
Indicate “yes” or “no” if you want to receive text messages

Website and Social Media Accounts
•

Facebook:
Twitter:
YouTube:
Website:

•

Mobile App

Salem Central School
@Salem_CSD
Salem Washington Academy
www.salemcsd.org

You can access to the district’s website in your pocket and at
your fingertips by downloading the district’s free mobile app.
Go to the Apple Store or Google Play and search for the app
by name: Salem CSD

Our Salem families are highly encouraged to fill out the free
and reduced meal application. The applications are available,
along with pricing and payment options. The USDA will
continue to provide us with updates throughout the school
year, and we will be sure to notify you of any new policies.
Families who fill out these forms are eligible for additional
benefits including reduced college testing and application
fees, as well as helping to provide essential funding for our
school. You can learn how this can be done online by learning
about the TITAN family portal.
The TITAN family portal is a
secure online system that allows
parents to:
•
•
•
•
•

Make an online payment to their child(ren’s) cafeteria
meal account(s)
Remotely monitor their child(ren’s) account(s)
Set up automatic payment recurring payments
Set up low balance e-mail message alerts
Submit an online application for free and/or reduced
meals

How to register:
1.

Visit family.titank12.com and click “Sign up today!”

2.

Confirm your e-mail address by clicking on the e-mail 		
verification link sent to you e-mail address.

3.

You can now sign in to family.titank12.com using your 		
e-mail address and password

4.

You will then need to add each of your children to your 		
account. Click the + then Link Student and complete the
information about each child

Additional information and FAQ’s can be found on the
district’s website.
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Salem CSD prides itself on effective communication. This communication is tool to help faculty, staff, students, families, and community members address questions and concerns in
an efficient and effective manner. In order to support the district mission, vision, values, and goals, please contact the staff member directly involved as a first step (see line 1). If the
question or concern remains unresolved, please proceed to the next level.

Salem Central School District – Who To Contact
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TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Superintendent’s Office ...................................518-854-7855
Julie Adams .................................................................... Superintendent
Regina Eastman.......................................................................... Secretary
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IMPORTANT DATES

7/4. . . . . . . . . Independence Day
9/1. . . . . . . . . Superintendent Conference Day
9/2. . . . . . . . . Superintendent Conference Day
9/5. . . . . . . . . Labor Day
9/6. . . . . . . . . Classes Begin

June 23
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Regents Testing Day

February 23

May 23
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10/10. . . . . . . Columbus Day
11/10. . . . . . . Emergency Early Release Day
11/11. . . . . . . Veterans Day
11/23-25. . . . Thanksgiving Recess
12/23. . . . . . . Holiday Recess Begins
1/2. . . . . . . . . New Year’s Day Observed
1/3. . . . . . . . . Classes Resume
1/16. . . . . . . . Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
1/24-1/27. . . New York State Regents Exams

Business Office ..................................................518-854-7532
Karen MacGregor .....................................................Business Manager
Tina Beattie................................................................................... Treasurer

2/20-2/24. . . Mid-Winter Recess

High School Office ............................................518-854-7600
Damian Switzer............................................................. Interim Principal
Lori Patrick.................................................................................... Secretary

3/17. . . . . . . . Superintendent Conference Day

Elementary Office .............................................518-854-9505
Karen Jones....................................................................................Principal
Amy Tifft........................................................................................ Secretary
Special Education Office ...................................518-854-6020
Michele Crandall...................................... Director of Pupil Personnel
Kaitlyn Maloney.......................................................................... Secretary
Guidance Office .................................................518-854-6010
Kristin Eastman...................................................... Guidance Counselor
Kaelan Glass............................................................ Guidance Counselor
Laura LeBlanc............................................................................... Secretary
Transportation Office .......................................518-854-7419
Joe Wilbur....................................................Transportation Supervisor
Health Office ......................................................518-854-6023
Sandi Braymer, RN...............................................................School Nurse
Cafeteria ............................................................518-854-6040
Wendy Cary..........................................................Food Service Director

4/7. . . . . . . . . Good Friday
4/10-4/14. . . Spring Recess
5/29. . . . . . . . Memorial Day
6/14-6/16. . . New York State Regents Exams
6/19. . . . . . . . Juneteenth Observed
6/20-6/22. . . Regents Testing
6/23. . . . . . . . Regents Rating Day
6/23. . . . . . . . Graduation
MARKING PERIODS

Start

End

Quarter 1

9/06/22

11/10/22

Quarter 2

11/14/23

1/27/23

Quarter 3

1/30/23

4/6/23

Quarter 4

4/17/23

6/22/23

ELEMENTARY
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
10/27/22, 11/02/22, 11/08/22

REQUIRED NOTIFICATIONS & REMINDERS
Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act of 1974
(FERPA)

In accordance with the Family Educational Rights & Privacy
Act of 1974 (FERPA), students and their parents are entitled to
certain protections of unwarranted disclosures of information.
The Salem Central School follows the requirements of
this act. For more information please contact the Interim
Superintendent.

Dignity For All Students Act (DASA)

In July of 2012, New York State implemented the Dignity for
All Students Act (DASA) which reads: It is hereby declared to
be a policy of the State to afford all students in public schools
an environment free of discrimination and harassment. The
purpose of this article is to foster civility in public schools and
to prevent and prohibit conduct that is inconsistent with the
school’s educational mission.
No student shall be subjected to harassment by school
employees or students on school property or at a school
function; nor shall any student be subjected to discrimination
based on a person’s actual or perceived race, color, weight,
national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice,
disability, sexual orientation, gender or sex.
Salem Central School District is committed to creating a safe and
caring learning environment where all students can succeed.
If bullying or harassment is occurring to you or someone you
know, please report the incident to administration, guidance, or
an adult. Any questions or concerns regarding bullying should
be directed to the District’s DASA Coordinators, Mrs. Julie Adams
at 518-854-7600 or Mrs. Karen Jones at 518-854-7855.

Asbestos Management Plan

In accordance with EPS Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response
Act of 1987 (40 CFR, part 763), the Asbestos Management Plan
for this school district is available for review weekdays from
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. in the Interim Superintendent’s Office.

Title IX

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972: The Salem
Central School District does not discriminate on the basis
of race, religion, color, gender, or national origin in the
employment and education opportunities it offers, including
vocational educational opportunities. The designated Title IX
Officers are the Interim Superintendent, High School Principal
and Elementary Principal of Salem Central School.

Fire Inspections

“Notice is hereby given that the annual inspections of the
Salem Central School District for fire hazards which might
endanger the lives of students, teachers, employees therein,
has been completed and the report thereof is available at
the office of the Interim Superintendent of the Salem Central
School District for inspections by all interested persons.”

AUGUST 2022

Safety Plan

The District Level School Emergency Response Plan for the
Salem Central School District is located under the district’s
website www.salemcsd.org under the “District” tab under
“District Policies & Plans.” This document is open to the public.
If you would like to comment on the plan please address
your comments to Julie Adams, Superintendent of Schools at
jadams@salemcsd.org.

Parent/Guardian Active Duty Military Status

Under new regulation from the federal Every Students Succeeds
Act (ESSA), school districts must now maintain a report of
students whose parents/guardians are on active duty in the
military and serving full-time. If your family includes a
parent/guardian who is on active duty in the military and
serving full-time, please contact Laura LeBlanc in the
Guidance Office no later than Friday, September 23, 2022.

Release of Student Information to Recruiters

A law commonly known as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB)
Public Law 107-110 (20 U.S.C. 7908) implements many new
rules and regulations for school districts that receive federal
funds. One provision (9528) requires that any school receiving
funding under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 (ESEA) is required to provide military recruiters upon
their request students’ name, addresses, and phone numbers.
However, the law also states that parents/guardians who do not
wish to have this information released must notify the school in
writing. Please contact Mrs. Laura LeBlanc to request a form.

Potential Use of Pesticides

The district is required to maintain a list of persons in parental
relation, faculty, and staff who wish to receive 48-hour prior
written notification of certain pesticide applications. The
following pesticide applications are not subject to prior
notification requirements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

a school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72-hours following an
application
anti-microbial products
nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas
inaccessible to children
silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or gels in
areas inaccessible to children
boric acid and disodium octaborate tetra hydrate
the application of EPA designated biopesticides
the application of EPA designated exempt materials under 40CFR152.25
the use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 fluid
ounces or less when used to protect individuals from an imminent threat
from stinging and biting insects including venomous spiders, bees, wasps,
and hornets

In the event of an emergency application necessary to protect
against an imminent threat to human health, a good faith effort
will be made to supply written notification to those on the
48-hour prior notification list. If you would like to receive
48-hour prior notification of pesticide applications that are
scheduled to occur in the school, please request a form from
Regina Eastman, Secretary to the Interim Superintendent. The
form is also on the district’s website www.salemcsd.org.
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Substitutes Needed
Cafeteria Workers
Bus Drivers
Teacher Aides
Teachers

If you are interested in working as a substitute
please contact Regina Eastman at
518-854-7855 for a job application.

SCHOOL TAX COLLECTION INFORMATION
School tax bills will be mailed the last week of August. Payments can be
made as follows:
Accepted Forms of Payment:
•
•
•

Did You Know?

You can get all of the latest Salem grades
7-12 athletics schedules, scores, updates,
and more by visiting salemcsd.org/athletics
and going to the Schedule Galaxy tab!
You can also download the
Schedule Galaxy app to get not
only the information you can find
on the website, but notifications
right to your phone.
Visit salemcsd.org/athletics to register.

Checks and money orders
should be written to:
Salem Central School
Do NOT send cash
The district does NOT have
the capability to accept
payment by debit or credit
card

Delivery Methods:
•

Salem Central School District
P.O. Box 517
Salem, NY 12865
•

Late Charges
•
September 1 through
September 30, 2022 - NO
penalty
•
October 1 through
October 31, 2022 - 2% penalty
added

Our handle is @Salem_CSD
or

In Person
Payments can be accepted at
the drop box of the front door
entrance of the school building
located at 41 East Broadway,
Monday-Friday from
8a.m. - 4 p.m. Payments are
not accepted inside. No cash.
Check or money order only.

For either method please be sure
to include your tax bill to ensure
accurate processing.

Follow Us
On Twitter!
Find us by scanning the
QR code

By Mail

